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them than my ordinary productions, I encour-
aged myself to renew my old acquaintance with
Lucretius and Virgil; and immediately fixed upon
some parts of them, which had most affected
me in the reading. These were my natural
impulses for the undertaking. But there was
an accidental motive which was full as forcible,
and God forgive him who was the occasion of it
It was my Lord Roscommon's Essay on Tmm-
lated Verse ; * which made me uneasy till 1 tried
whether or no I was capable of following Ins
rules, arid of reducing the speculation into
practice. For, many a fair precept in poetry is,
like a seeming demonstration in the mathematics,
very specious in the diagram, but failing in the
mechanic operation. I think I have generally
observed his instructions; I am sure my reason
is sufficiently convinced both of their truth and
usefulness; which, in other words, is to confess
no less a vanity, than to pretend that I have, at
least in some places, made examples to Iris rules.
Yet, withal, I must acknowledge, that I have
many times exceeded my commission; for I
have both added and omitted, and even some-
times very boldly made such expositions of my
authors, as no Dutch commentator will forgive
me. Perhaps, in such particular passages, 1 have
thought that I discovered some beauty yet
undiscovered by those pedants, which none but
a poet could have found Where 1 have taken
away some of their expressions, and cut them
shorter, it may possibly be on this consideration,
that what was beautiful in the Greek or Latin,
would not appear so shining in the English ;
and where 1 have enlarged them, I desire the
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